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FIRST IN THE 
WORLD-HERALD 


Something 
was in the air 
in StratComs 
basement 


CO; buildup suspected in 
worker illnesses in nuclear 
war planning offices 
By STEVE LIEWER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


In July, a worker in the U.S. 


Strategic Command’s under- 
ground headquarters got mysteri- 
ously sick. 


Then another in the same area 
did. And another. 

Eventually seven employees re- 
ported similar illnesses, some of 
which required hospitalization. 

Dozens of other workers report- 
ed headaches, burning eyes and 
dizziness. 

StratCom officials now believe 
they’ve found the culprit: a build- 
up of carbon dioxide in one group 
of basement offices. 

The Air Force has since moved 
22 workers and is now cleaning the 
37,000-square-foot suite of offices 
in the aging StratCom building at 
Offutt Air Force Base near Bel- 
levue. The rooms, one floor under- 
ground, are the workplace of 200 
people from StratCom’s J5 (Policy 
and Plans) department. 

Their job includes preparing the 
nation’s plans for nuclear war and 
for defense against other large- 
scale threats to the United States. 

Citing privacy concerns, Strat- 
Com officials would not describe 
the illnesses suffered by workers, 
but several visited hospitals, said 
Maj. Gen. Dan Karbler, StratCom’s 
chief of staff. None have suffered 
long-term health effects. All have 
returned to work. A survey showed 
that many other workers have ex- 
perienced irritated noses and eyes, 
fatigue and dizziness. 

Indoor carbon dioxide is the re- 
sult of human activity and is given 
off when humans exhale. It builds 
up to higher levels later in the day. 
Excessive CO, indoors is usually 
tied to poor ventilation, experts say. 


See Building: Page 2 
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With new heart, donor on his mind 


He began writing in his 
hospital gown, a day after 
surgery, a day after some- 
one he would never know 
gave him a new kind of life. 

He lay in the intensive-care 


T unit bed and pecked it out on 
his iPhone, the small key- 

aa board and the painkillers be 
COLUMNIST damned, because he had to 


write this now. He needed to. 

“It just kind of spilled out of me,” Joseph 
Mitchell says. 

This month marks the 50th anniversary 
of a stunning medical breakthrough, when 
a South African surgeon placed the heart of 
a newly dead bank employee into the chest 
cavity of a 55-year-old grocer named Louis, 
who then managed to live all of 18 days as 
the world’s first heart transplant patient. 

In the half-century since, heart trans- 


In ICU a day after 
transplant, Omaha 
man typed a letter 
on his iPhone to 
family whose loss 


gave him life 


A year and a half after his 
heart transplant, Joseph 
Mitchell has the energy to 
keep up with his kids, from 
left, Alex, 6, Brooklyn, 
15 months, Nick, 9, and 
Madison, 3. 


plants have become standard but far from 
common. About 5,000 a year are performed 
worldwide, though thousands more wait for 
their turn. Transplants have become far saf- 
er but are still fraught with complication. 
The average patient now lives a decade or 
longer, though the unlucky few still can and 
do die soon after transplantation. 

But in that time, heart transplants have not 
lost their ability to stun us. Replacing a busted 
heart with one that ticks correctly — there’s 
still something deeply stirring about that. 

It feels like medical magic. It feels like 
the world’s greatest Christmas present. 

That’s how Joseph Mitchell felt. That’s 
why, a day after his heart transplant last 
summer, he lay in his hospital bed and 
pecked out a thank-you note to the family of 
the unknown person who had bequeathed 


See Hansen: Page 2 


Raking in real 
money from 
YouTube videos 
is child's play 


THE WASHINGTON Post 


When people think back on the 
child celebrities of their time, 
most probably think of actors. For 
some, these were stars like Mary 
Kate and Ashley Olsen. For others, 
they were Judy Garland or Shirley 
Temple. 

For kids these days, some of the 
biggest celebrities are YouTube 
stars. 

And one of the biggest of them 
all is a 6-year-old named Ryan who 
plays with toys — mesmerizing mil- 
lions of children across the globe. 

Since Ryan was 3 years old, his 
savvy parents have been captur- 
ing videos of him opening toys, 
playing with them and “review- 
ing” them for videos posted on 
their YouTube channel, “Ryan 
ToysReview.” 

Ryan has become a multimil- 
lionaire, according to Forbes mag- 
azine’s just-out list of highest-paid 
YouTube entrepreneurs. He was 
ranked No. 8, having brought in 
$11 million in revenue between 


See Ryan: Page 2 
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HUSKERS BRING CELEBRATION HOME 


A.D. Bill Moos presents volleyball coach John Cook with the national title trophy Sunday at the Devaney 
Center. Cook told the gathering: “Nebraska needs this. ... Merry Christmas, Huskers.” More in Sports 
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No plan to fire 
Mueller, Trump 
says, but allies 


stay on attack 


THE WASHINGTON Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Sunday sought 
to douse speculation that he may 
fire special counsel Robert Mueller, 
amid an intensifying campaign by 
Trump allies to attack the wide-rang- 
ing Russia investigation as improper 
and politically motivated. 

Returning to the White House 
from the presidential compound 
at Camp David, Maryland, Trump 
was asked whether he intended to 
fire Mueller. “No, I’m not,” he told 
journalists, insisting that there was 
“no collusion whatsoever” between 
the Trump campaign and Russia. 

The president’s comments came 
a day after a lawyer representing 
Trump’s transition team accused 
Mueller of wrongfully obtaining 
thousands of emails sent to and re- 
ceived by Trump officials before the 
start of his administration — a legal 
and public relations maneuver seen 
as possibly laying the groundwork 
to oust the special counsel. 

Trump criticized Mueller for 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE (W030) 


TWO GREAT PARTIES UNDER ONE ROOF! 
aesenvarions 402-331-7575 


or email: info@anthonyssteakhouse.com 


7220 F STREET e OMAHA 


2065553-01 


J DOORS OPEN TO PUBLIC AT 9 PM - $10 COVER | CHAMPAGNE AT MIDNIGHT! 


F 
IN THE BALLROOM $50 Per Person | Prime Rib Buffet | Pre-Purchased Reservations Only | Music by Bozak & Morrissey 
IN THE LOUNGE Reservation Only Dining: 7pm and 8pm Plus $10 Cover | Music by Eckophonic 


BUY A $50 GIFT CARD & GET A BONUS $10 CARD NOW UNTIL CHRISTMAS! 


